
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NATCHEZ 10TH ANNUAL GUMBO COOKOFF 
Saturday November 24th, 2018 

 
Located at corners of Commerce and Main Street (In Front of Home Bank)  
Registration/ No Entry Fee (teams can be a minimum of 2 and maximum of 6 people) 
Must pre-register by filling out info below before Friday, November 16th  
 
Forms may be turned into any Home Bank Branch or emailed to Brenda.evans@home24bank.com  
Jaki.robinson@home24bank.com or Deanna.kimbro@home24bank.com  

 
TIMES: 
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm Teams are to set-up and start warming their gumbo.  Teams are also encouraged to decorate 

their booth.    
 
Items Provided: 8-foot table, basic plastic cover, trash can, hand sanitizer and jars for best 
booth tickets.  Teams are responsible for all other equipment, ingredients, supplies and 
decorations.   
 
Teams are encouraged to decorate their booth area as much as possible.  Not only will 
this draw the public to your booth we will also have a best decorated booth contest.  

 
4:00 pm – 7:00 pm  Gumbo Service to the public.  Must prepare a minimum of 5 gallons of gumbo.   

A panel of judges will be tasting for the “Best Gumbo”.  
  
6:30 pm  Tickets for Best Decorated Booth will be picked up and counted in the bank by Home Bank.   

We will again this year have a judges’ panel for the best gumbo. 
 
7:00 pm  Winner is announced 

Lighting of the Tree, Special Pyrotechnic Show  
 
No Smoking is not allowed in the cooking areas 

 
HOW IT WORKS: 
Guests purchase “Taster Kits” for $10.00 which includes: 6 clean tasting bowls (no refills), a spoon, napkin and 1 
ticket to be used for THE BEST DECORATED BOOTH.   

 Only put gumbo in clean bowl 1 bowl = 1 taste – Please follow this practice.   

 This is a fund raiser for the Christmas in Lights committee to maintain our lights and decorations.  

 Tickets are counted as votes for best decorated booth.  You are encouraged to talk tasters out of tickets for 
the best decorated booth! This creates exciting friendly competition. 
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RULES FOR COMPETITON: 
 Each team will cook a minimum of 5 gallons of gumbo. (PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOU INDICATE ALL INGREDIENTS IN 

CASE OF ALLERGIES).  You can have this information available at your table. 

 No commercial gumbo mixes are permitted. 

 You will have to provide your own rice and warmer.  

 SERVSAFE STANDARDS must be followed.  You will be given a copy of the rules and will be asked to sign a form that you 
followed SERVSAFE practices in advance.  You will also be asked to complete the form on- site the day of the cook-off.  All 
cooking is to be done in a sanitary manner.   

 You must have warmers (crock pot, propane tanks, etc.) to bring your Gumbo to the required temperature of 165 degrees 
and maintain at a minimum of 140 degrees.  Please email Deanna Kimbro (Deanna.kimbro@home24bank.com) if you need 
electricity.  

 Propane tanks will be permitted. These should have approved valves and tags and be secured properly during cooking.  Fire 
extinguishers are suggested. 

 Each team is responsible for setting up everything needed in their area: extra tables, chairs, tents or umbrellas, and cooking 
equipment. 

 All raw produce and food products must be kept at proper temperatures throughout the day. All uncooked food should be chilled.  
A cooler with plenty of ice is the best way to keep your products cold. (40 degrees) 

 All gumbo is to be maintained at hot temperatures (140 degrees) while serving. 

 Lids must be on all cooking pots at all times. 

 Cooking Gloves must be worn during cooking and serving times. 

 All grease and garbage must be disposed of in the proper containers.  Please do not put grease in the garbage cans 
downtown.  

 
A designated committee member may inspect your area at any time during the competition. 
 
Everything must be removed immediately following the ending of the event. 
 

JUDGING OF GUMBO: 
A panel of judges will be tasting for the best gumbo.  They will judge based on appearance, aroma, consistency, 
texture and overall flavor.    
Announcement of winners at 7:00 pm at the Lighting of the Tree activities 
Awards Categories:  Best Overall Gumbo (1st, 2nd and 3rd place) 
   Best Decorated Booth (1st  place) 

PRIZES:  
Gumbo      Booth 
1st Place $200.00 plus prize  1st Place – Prize 
2nd Place $100.00 plus prize 
3rd Place $  50.00 plus prize 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS RECAP: 
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm Preparing and setting up Cooking and decorate booth 
3:30 pm – 7:00 pm Children activities – North Pole Play Land  
3:45 pm   Santa and Mrs. Claus arrive     
4:00 pm – 7:00 pm  Gumbo Service to public  
6:30 pm  Tickets picked up for best decorated booth. 
7:00 pm Winner announced - Lighting of Christmas Tree and Special Pyrotechnic Show 
 
Thank you so much for your participation. Your time and energy is sincerely appreciated.  Happy Holidays and 
Best Wishes to a bright and prosperous New Year! 
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Entry Form 
 

 

Please return Entry Form by Friday, NOVEMBER 16, 2018 
To any Home Bank branch  
Fax to 601-445-2488  
Or email entry form to:  

brenda.evans@home24bank.com  
jaki.robinson@home24bank.com 
Deanna.kimbro@home24bank.com 

 
 Call 601-445-6668 with any questions.  
 
  
Name of Team:_________________________________________________ 
 
Captain of Team:_______________________________________________ 
 
Captain Cell phone:______________________________________________ 
 
Captain email: ___________________________________________________ 
 
I have read the above instructions and agree to the follow all of the above rules, SERVSAFE regulations. 

 
 
 

Signature         Date 
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